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Healthy & Well in Hyde Park
Highlights

What an incredible year for health equity in Hyde Park! In March
2024, our Health and Wellness Summit brought together voices
that matter—residents, healthcare leaders, and policymakers—to

confront the reality of Boston's medical deserts. We were honored
to hear from Michael A. Curry, ESQ; Dr. Chris Lathan; and Dr. Mike
Lowney, alongside an extraordinary coalition of partners.

But we didn't stop at conversation. We turned curiosity into action!
Our informal Community Assessment Survey sparked critical
dialogue about healthcare access in Hyde Park. Then, partnering
with the Boston Public Health Commission, Boston Community
Health Collaborative, Forum for Racial Equity, and Massachusetts
League of Community Health Centers, we turbocharged
participation in the 2025 Community Health Needs Assessment—
achieving a 200% increase in responses! By providing surveys in
multiple languages including Spanish and Haitian Creole, we
ensured every voice could be heard.

This data will shape resource allocation across Boston, and we're
just getting started.
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WHAT WE’RE DOING HE

Building Hyde Park’s First Neighborhood Health & Wellness Center

Healthy & Well in Hyde Park (HWH) is a resident-led coalition working to bring equitable, accessible
healthcare to the Neponset Valley. For too long, Hyde Park has been one of Boston’s most
underserved neighborhoods when it comes to primary care, maternal wellness, mental health
supports, and elder care.

We’re organizing. We’re advocating. We’re educating.

And we’re building the future with community at the center.

Background
Hyde Park residents identified major gaps in primary care access, preventive services, language
equity, and culturally relevant health resources.
Neighboring communities benefit from local health centers — Hyde Park deserves the same.
Our collective effort was born from listening sessions, community forums, and years of organizing
for health equity.

Objectives
Establish Hyde Park’s first Health & Wellness Center
Provide access to primary, preventive, maternal, mental, and elder care
Advance anti-racist, justice-centered health practices
Build partnerships that bring existing health resources into our neighborhood
Mobilize community voice, leadership, and data to drive policy and investmentt




STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS

President: Marcia Kimm Jackson

Vice President: Ellen Scalese

Secretaries: Shirma Pierre & Lakia Rutherford
Treasurer: Dr. Atyia Martin

Fiscal Agent: NextLeds.org

Record Keeping: BLU App

Task Forces & Members

Internal Operations & Governance (I0G)

Marcia Kimm Jackson, Shirma Pierre, Ellen Scalese, Lakia Rutherford, Dr. Atyia Martin
Community Engagement, Political Organizing & Marketing (CPOM)

Bill Henning; Ren Pillinger; Karen Kirchoff, Alecia Sands, Lynette Matthews.

Fundraising (FR)

Pamela Lomax, Celeste Peter

Research, Education & Policy (REP)

Shannon Niles, Ashley Sharpe Porter,Alecia McGregor, Shekora Saint and Nicole Christian-
Braithwaite

OUR PARTNERS & ALLIES
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Our Year in Numbers

200%

Increase in community members
who responded to the health 154
needs assessment su rvey
people attending our first Health and
Wellness Summit sharing personal
stories and receiving resources.
Attendance was limited due to venue
size.

30

Residents at the City
Council Hearing on The
Health Center 18

Healthy and Well
Collaborative members and 4
partners stewarding the
vision of increased access to
health care in Hyde Park

aternal health sessions hostec
to increase community health
information and story sharing
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Boston Globe Article -

Three years ago, Boston announced
plans for a community health center in
Hyde Park. It hasn t happened

By Tiana Woodard Globe Staff, Updated December

In December of 2024, we were featured in the
Boston Globe in an article describing health
inequities in Hyde Park and our efforts to
establish a health center. Find the full article

here:

https://www.bostonglobe.com/2024/12/03/met
ro/boston-hyde-park-healthcare-community-

health-center/?
pl=BGSearch Advanced Results

MalmemmJ ckson, photographed in Hyde Park, is a decadeslong resident leading an ef pen a community health
enter in the neighborhood, which she said is often overloy kdSUZANNEKREITER/GLOBESTAFF

Irene Nakabonge-Lugude was late again to her recent weekday check-in at Brigham and
‘Women’s Hospital. At this point, she felt like she was gaining a reputation as consistently

being “late and with my blood pressure through the roof.”

Community Health Needs Assessment Collaboration Study

IIn late 2024 and early 2025, we were curious and
created an informal Community Assessment

Hyde Park, you know ,

. Survey to gather data from Hyde Park residents
Wh at yOU rcommun |ty about their thoughts about being in a health care
needs tO th rive We dessert. The result was a “roving camera” video.

A In 2025, we partnered with the Boston Public
want to hear it. Health Commission (BPHC), the Boston

Community Health Collaborative, The Forum For
The Boston Community Health Needs Assessment Survey informs : H
our public health planning. It also guides our work of making Boston a Racial Eq u Ity’ and the Massachusetts League of
healthier city for all. The survey is confidential, takes 7-10 minutes, Commun |ty Health Centers to increase
and is open to Boston residents age 14 and up. 0 q q Q q Q
participation in the bi-annual and highly impactful
When you finish the survey, you can enter a raffle to win local grocery Commu nlty Health Needs Assessment, whose
gift cards and other family-friendly prizes. . _’ .
results help determine resource allocation in the
City. This survey was provided in multiple
different languages, including Spanish, Portugese
Haitian Creole and Vietnamese. This partnership

Join the conversation.

Scan the QR Code to take the with the BPHC and HWHPC was responsible for
bt reoene | getting a 200% increase in response to the
= assessment. Here is the result:
Shared by The Hyde Park Health and Wellness Center https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/file/20

Steering Committee

§ 25/06/2025%20Boston%20CHNA%20Final%20Re
e, BIES e @)en port.pdf

mevi  @hydeparkHWC



https://www.bostonglobe.com/2024/12/03/metro/boston-hyde-park-healthcare-community-health-center/?p1=BGSearch_Advanced_Results
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2024/12/03/metro/boston-hyde-park-healthcare-community-health-center/?p1=BGSearch_Advanced_Results
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2024/12/03/metro/boston-hyde-park-healthcare-community-health-center/?p1=BGSearch_Advanced_Results
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2024/12/03/metro/boston-hyde-park-healthcare-community-health-center/?p1=BGSearch_Advanced_Results
https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/file/2025/06/2025%20Boston%20CHNA%20Final%20Report.pdf
https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/file/2025/06/2025%20Boston%20CHNA%20Final%20Report.pdf
https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/file/2025/06/2025%20Boston%20CHNA%20Final%20Report.pdf

2025 In Review

,’ ’

PUBLIC HEARING
~ ON A HEALTH CENTER FOR HYDE PARK!
/TH%SDQY..JUEE&, 6PM,_ i ‘12 /
/ / a ew Ission |g ,c— OE) |

117777747/
SUBMIT WRITTEN TESTIMONY

cl

HARE WHY WE NEED '\
MENTAL HEALTH

w

NNS = s N

N\

aaaaa

R

~ MORE INFO

/
(

eering Committee: https://linktr.ee/hydeparkhwesc

M

VI VIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIY.

/vital connections /

C
INTERGENERATIONAL NARRATIVES OF NG5y

DT Maternal Health Sessions

A BIRTH & MATERNAL WELLNESS SERIES FOR:
NEW PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS, MOTHERS, FATHERS,
OR EXPECTANT PARENTS.

Join us for our Maternal Health Series to share in One Of the groups in Our Community mOSt
community your journey to parenthood. Address Storytelling. . .
thechZIlyenger and)l’)arr’i)ersto accessing - | m paCted by the lack Of a health Ce nter |s

maternal healthcare services. Participants can

g diepertios boced o™ a pregnant women and parents/grandparents.

socioeconomic status, and geographic location,

e wellas potential soluions We hosted two online and two in person

Two bref Z00M Sessions informational and storytelling sessions in

&

e v = May to highlight the impact of not having

May 17, 2025 & May 31, 2025

sas-u o = access to vital health services on maternal

JOIN US FOR ALL ' wellness. We partnered with Vitalcnxs who
SESSIONS AND RECEIVE: 4

© s750itCard _— awarded us a grant and provided technical
© Communlty Care and Heallng Tyl assistance to hold these sessions.

@ Wellness and Birthing
Support REGISTER
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The Health and Welness Summitt

In March, with the sponsorship of The
Harvard T Chan School of Public Health,

" we hosted a Health and Wellness Summit
@ b} 6 Wy to discuss equitable healthcare in
: Boston’s Medical Deserts. We had a
(,3 @ @ number of keynote speakers, including
3 i o Michael A. Curry, ESQ; Dr. Chris Lathan,

&F @ @ Dr. Atyia Martin, Dr. Alecia McGregor, Dr.
U - Pryia Gupta, Jordina Sparks,

Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley and

%%g.}: Dr. Mike Lowney, People gathered to
e ns share stories, conversation, and ideas.

Institutions engaged:
The Boston Public Health Commission, The
Boston City Council, Next Leads, Leadership
Development, The Harvard T. Chan school of
Public Health, Fenway Community Health
Center, Lowney Medical Associates, Dana
Farber Cancer Center, Massachusetts Brigham
Health Care, The Massachusetts League of
Community Health Center, The offices of Rep
Rob Consalvo, Councilor Enrique Pepen,
Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley, MGH
Institute of Health, Walgreens, The Hyde Park
Pryde LGBTQ Senior Housing, Together Hyde
Park, Las Delicias Columbianas, United Health
Care




Photo Gallery

Healthy & Well

Healthy & Well
in Hyde Park

in Hyde Park

%9 The Hyde Park Health and
Wellness Steering
Committee wants you to

lealthy & Well
in Hyde Park
© @healthywellhp

/) about Us Here:
nktr.se/hydeporkhwcs




Looking into 2026

Looking Ahead to 2026-
We would like to:
e Share & Strategize: Present CHNA results and their specific implications to all audiences
for awareness and to facilitate a positive response to Hyde Park healthcare access
e Boost Community Engagement: Host listening sessions to gather resident input on
responding to the data and developing actionable solutions - during the Maternal health
sessions, attending community meeting,s and hosting the annual Summit and Health
Fair.
e Secure Interim Support: Partner with educational and healthcare institutions and
stakeholders to provide immediate health resources and services to Hyde Park residents
e Facilitate Revolutionary Conversations: Host our annual summit exploring 250 years of
American healthcare—examining progress, acknowledging failures, and envisioning Hyde
Park's healthcare future
e Expand Our Movement: Grow the Healthy Well team and cultivate new partnerships to
amplify our collective impact

Together, we're building a healthier, more equitable Hyde Park. Thank you for being part of
this journey!

Hyde Park deserves accessible, equitable, high-quality care — right here at home.
We are building it together.
Your voice. Your story. Your leadership.
This is the path to a healthier Hyde Park.
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